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        Church of the King     
  The Lord’s Day Service                                                
Third Sunday of Advent 2024 

 
             Our Call to Worship from God’s Word 

Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 

which will be to all people. “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord. “And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 

cloths, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward 

men!”  Luke 2:10-14 

                                            Come Give Glory to God in Worship! 
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God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Praise:         

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Based on Luke 2:15 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  Refrain: 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;    O come, let us adore Him, 

Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels;  O come, let us adore Him, 

          O come, let us adore Him, 

         Christ the Lord    

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, glory in the highest;     Refrain 

Salutation and Response:  [based on Matthew 28:19, Jeremiah 33:14-15] 

 In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit        Amen! 

          Jehovah be with you                                                       And also with you 

‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says Jehovah, ‘that I will perform that good thing which I have 

promised to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah: 

‘In those days and at that time I will cause to grow up to David, a Branch of 

righteousness; 

         He shall execute judgment                             and righteousness in the earth…’ 
 

 

 
Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses Us in Christ 
 ““If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9                                                                

 
 The Call for Confession from God’s Word:       

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in 

Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we 

lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 

say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that 

we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 1 John 1:5-10 

 

God’s People Join in a Hymn of Confession:    [congregation standing] 
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Silent Confession: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered; Blessed is the man to whom Jehovah shall not impute sin.” Romans 4:7-8                                                       
Those who are willing and able are invited to kneel for our time of confession.  

Corporate Prayer of Confession: 
O Lord our God, we come to You as Your sons and servants, grateful for the redemption that is ours in 

Jesus Christ, and yet aware of our continuing need of Your grace. We confess that we have sinned against 

You. We have broken Your commandments. We have fallen short of Your glory. We have not loved You 

with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. We were born in 

sin and have continued to sin. We acknowledge our guilt. We rightly fall under Your curse and judgment. 

Blot out our transgressions, wash us from our iniquities, deliver us from bloodguiltiness. Forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, in Jesus' name. Amen. 

Arise and Receive the Assurance of Pardon & Forgiveness:   

 “Jehovah, You have been favorable to Your land; You have brought back the captivity of Jacob. You have 

forgiven the iniquity of Your people; You have covered all their sin.  You have taken away all Your wrath; You 

have turned from the fierceness of Your anger. Restore us, O God of our salvation, And cause Your anger toward 

us to cease.” From Psalm 85:1-4 

 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for our sins and to be 

raised for our justification; and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  This I declare in the name and authority of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Having confessed our sins with faith in the completed work of Christ 

on our behalf, we are forgiven; we have been cleansed and clothed in the righteousness of Jesus.  And not only 

that, we are now in Christ and in Him we are in the heavenly places, in the very midst of the blessed Trinity, with 

the Saints of all the ages, from every tongue, tribe and nation prepared to worship in the beauty of holiness.    

Come, let us worship the Lord! 

 
Truly it is proper and right that we should at all times and in all places give praise to you O Lord, so with the angels and all the company 

of heaven and with the Church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you & singing: 
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God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:            [congregation standing] 
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Member Covenant Signing:                  The Kirk Family  
“Then the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord, and to keep His 

commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of 

the covenant that were written in this book.  And he made all who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin 

take a stand. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.”            
II Chronicles 34:31,32                                                                                                                                                                  

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

prayers.”            Acts 2:42 

The Sacrament of Baptism:   
The Kirk Family presents William Lawrynce and Tytus Mattheson 
 for Baptism into the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; 

“Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked 
them. But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 
such is the kingdom of God. “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will by no means enter it.”  Luke 18:15-17 

Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed 
through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was 
Christ.  I Corinthians 10:1-4 

Hymn of Thanks:  Beneath the Blood-Stained Doorpost  
Based on Exodus 12, words attributed to Harry Ironside, sung to the tune of O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

Beneath the blood-stained doorpost I with my children stand; 

A messenger of evil is passing through the land. 

There is no other refuge from the destroyer's face; 

Beneath the blood-stained doorpost shall be our hiding place. 

 

My Savior, for my dear ones I claim Thy promise true. 

The Lamb is "for the household"—the children's Savior too. 

On earth the little children once felt Thy touch divine; 

Beneath the blood-stained doorpost Thy blessing give to mine. 

 

O Thou who gave them, guard them, those wayward little feet, 

The wilderness before them, the ills of life to meet. 

My mother love is helpless, I trust them to Thy care! 

Beneath the blood-stained doorpost, oh, keep me ever there! 
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Consecration:   Where God Equips & Prepares His People  
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 

is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 

what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” Romans 12:1,2 

 

THE LORD CONSECRATES US BY HIS WORD:    

The Responsive Reading of Luke 1:26-45 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin 

betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.  

And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are 

you among women!"   

But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.  

Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you 

will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."  

Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?"  

And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest 

will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.  

Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for 

her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible."  

Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And the 

angel departed from her. 

Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, and entered the house 

of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.  

And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  “But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me?  

“For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 

“Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.” 

God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Faith:  Angels We Have Heard on High 
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God Speaks to Us Through His Word:   Scripture, Prayer for Illumination, and Sermon 

“Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law.”  Psalm 94:12 
 

                                 “Avoiding Partiality”   
        From Pastor Paul Liberati                               Based on James 2:1-13 

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Praise:   [congregation standing] 

                                                               Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
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God Receives Our Tithes and Gifts as a Tribute Offering:      [read in unison] 

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me 

now in this," Says Jehovah of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And 

pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it."  Malachi 3:10   

 

 

Presenting Our Tithes and Offerings:  

 With the Singing of Psalm 24:1-4 & the Doxology 
Words composed by Brenda Fisher 

        1: Earth is the Lord's, all it contains.       2: Who may stand in God's Holy place? 
      The world and those on its terrains. Who may ascend before His face? 
      For on the seas He founded it,  He has a pure heart and clean hands. 
      And on the waters stablished it.            He worships God, keeps His commands. 
 

                                  3: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 
                                             Praise Him all creatures here below. 
                                  Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 
    .                            Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 
 

The Great Prayer, Concluding With the Lord’s Prayer:   Nathaniel Pettyjohn 

 “Jehovah has heard my supplication; Jehovah will receive my prayer.”  Psalm 6:9 

Our Father,                                                                                                                                                   
Which art in heaven,                                                                                                                               
Hallowed be thy name.                                                                                                                             
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one, 
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever: AMEN                      
[Matthew 6:9-13] 

 
Communion: Where God Communes With His People 

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?  

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”  1 Corinthians 10:16 

Preparation for Communion:                                              Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Lord has prepared His table for all who love and trust Him for their salvation.  All those who have repented of 

their sins, have been baptized in the name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit, and are not under discipline 

from Christ’s Church are welcome at this table.  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are 

afar off, as many as our Lord our God will call. 
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Our Confession of Faith      
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE:  (Peace Offering, Gift of Life) 

A Word of Encouragement  --   Giving of Thanks  --  Breaking of the Bread   

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks and Celebration:     

(Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine 

                                          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1st day of a new Week       

Partaking of the Bread Together  --  Giving Thanks  --  Partaking of the Wine     
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” I Corinthians 11:26 
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         Commissioning:      The LORD Blesses and Sends Forth His People 

“But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins 
[Matthew 1:20-21] 

 

Our Final Responsive Reading 

 

                                         Luke 1:46-55   The Magnificat 

                                                        

 And Mary said: 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For behold, henceforth 

all generations will call me blessed. For He who is mighty has done great things 

for me, 

 

And holy is His name. And His mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to 

generation. 

 

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. He has put down the mighty from their thrones, And 

exalted the lowly. 

 

He has filled the hungry with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty. 

 

He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy, As He spoke to 

our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever.” 

 

God’s people prepare to be sent forth to serve our Risen & Reigning Savior   

                                                  All My Heart This Night Rejoices 
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God Empowers Us – The Benediction:   Isaiah 49:13; 2 Corinthians 13:14 [congregation standing] 

“Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted His 

people, and will have mercy on His afflicted.” “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”   

The Response to God’s Commission  

 

The Heidelberg Catechism - Lord’s Day 50   Q. 125.  What is the fourth petition?                  “Give us this day our 

daily bread;” that is, be pleased to provide for all our bodily need,[1] so that we may thereby acknowledge that You are 

the only fountain of all good,[2] and that without Your blessing neither our care and labor, nor Your gifts, can profit 

us;[3] that we may therefore withdraw our trust from all creatures and place it in You alone.[4]     [1] Ps. 104:27–28; 

145:15–16; Matt. 6:25–26. [2] Acts 14:17; 17:27–28. [3] 1 Cor. 15:58; Deut. 8:3; Ps. 37:3–7, 16–17.         [4] Ps. 55:22; 62:10; 

*Ps. 127:1–2; *Jer. 17:5, 7; *Ps. 146:2–3. 
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