The Lovd’s Day Service
Second Sunday of Advent 2023
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Our Call to Worship from God’s Word

‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says Jehovah, ‘that I will perform that good thing which I have
promised to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah: ‘In those days and at that time | will
cause to grow up to David a Branch of righteousness; He shall execute judgment and

righteousness in the earth. In those days Judah will be saved, And Jerusalem will dwell safely.
And this is the name by which she will be called: JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Jeremiah 33:14-16

Come Worship Jehovah of Hosts!



God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Praise:

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Based on Luke 2:15

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, Refrain:

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; O come, let us adore Him,

Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels; O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,

God of God, Light of Light, Christ the Lord.

Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb;

Son of the Father, begotten not created; Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, glory in the highest; Refrain

Salutation and Response: [based on Matthew 28:19, Psalm 24:9-10]

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit ~ Amen!
Jehovah be with you And also with you

Lift up your heads, O you gates!
Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in.

Who is this King of glory? Jehovah of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah

Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses ‘Us in Christ

““If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9

The Call for Confession from God’s Word:

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man to whom Jehovah does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. When |
kept silent, my bones grew old through my groaning all the day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy
upon me;

My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. Selah

| acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to
Jehovah,” and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah Psalm 32:1-5

God’s People Join in a Hymn of Confession: [congregation standing]
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence




Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

PICARDY (87.87.87)
French wradivonal carol, 17th century
arr. Ralph Vaughan Withams, 1926

Litirgy of Si. James
wr. Gerard Moulwrie, 1864
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S| Ient ConfeSSion . “Then those of Israelite lineage... stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.”
Nehemiah 9:2 Those who are willing and able are invited to kneel for our time of confession.

Corporate Prayer of Confession:

Gracious and merciful Father, we give you thanks for the incarnation of Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior, who became man, to free us from our sins by taking our just punishment
upon Himself on the cross. We confess our sins before you. Purge us with hyssop and we
shall be clean; Wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. Restore unto us the joy of our
salvation and uphold us by your merciful Spirit. For the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us
our sins and grant that we would delight in doing your will, to the Glory of your Holy
name. Amen.

Arise and Receive the Assurance of Pardon & Forgiveness:

“Jehovah is righteous in all His ways, Gracious in all His works. Jehovah is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call
upon Him in truth. He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them. Jehovah

preserves all who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh
shall bless His holy name Forever and ever. Psalm 145:17-21

Congregation of the Lord Jesus, Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for our sins and to be
raised for our justification; and for His sake forgives us all our sins. This | declare in the name and authority of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Having confessed our sins with faith in the completed work of
Christ on our behalf, we are forgiven; we have been cleansed and clothed in the righteousness of Jesus.
Furthermore, we are now in Christ and in Him we are in the heavenly places, in the very midst of the blessed
Trinity, with the Saints of all the ages, from every tongue, tribe and nation prepared to worship in the beauty of

holiness. Come, let us worship the Lord!
# be y 2 % } — g !

}
1 1 T 3 n Y T + T 1 1 Y + 1 1

I i | 1 1 i 1 1 1 s 1 T i 1 3 1 1 = ‘l
Iﬂ; 9.4 PN i i l { 4 1 . - 1 1 { ] 1 1 1 I . )3 1
e
) rrrr P F FF TTT
Come bless the Fath - er, all you ser-vants of the Son. who stand by the Spir-it in the
)

House of the Lord. Lift up your hands to the Ho - ly Place and bless your God.
—% } t r T — i
s
May the Lord bless you from Zi - on, He Who made hea-ven and earth.
Lift up your hearts!
- T T 1 : T “:r } T 3 T A
) o 1 1 i |
;)V oA 1 == = 1 -
] r r T P
We lift them up un - to the Lord!
y o O L T } ol T o T
S = e — H
1 e 1 1 1 1 1 13 — = |
H T T T T
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! ~
b | 1 1 = ‘37 T T 1N |
1 G 1 = 13
|1 rr { -
1 1 1 e
1 [
it is pro - per and right to do so.
= 1= 2 T 2 1R
0 T = =
ﬁ‘ LEL ; F ; = T & = au |
> ; 1 + ' =P i 2

Truly it is proper and right that we should at all times and in all places give praise to you O Lord, so with the angels and all the
company of heaven and with the Church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you & singing:



God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:

[congregation standing]

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks

There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. Luke 2:8
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5. Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:

Mgwm Tate, 1700
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6. “All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
good will henceforth, from heav’n to men,
begin and never cease!”

' WINCHESTER OLD C.M.
T. Este's The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1592; alt. 1990



Consecration: Where God Equips & Prepares FHis People

“Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they
depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren,”
Deuteronomy 4:9

THE LORD CONSECRATES US BY HIS WORD:

Luke 1:5-25 John's Birth Announced to Zacharias

[1:5] There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of
Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless.

But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in years.

So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his division, according to the
custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.

And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense.

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when
Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

But the angel said to him,

“Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you shall call his name John. “And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.
“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.

“And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.

“He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘o turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in
years.” And the angel answered and said to him,

“I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad
tidings. “But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because
you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.”

And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple. But when he came
out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to
them and remained speechless. So it was, as soon as the days of his service were completed, that he departed to
his own house.

Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, “Thus the
Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”



God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Faith:

“They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying.: “Great and marvelous are Your
works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!” Revelation 15:3

Angels From the Realms of Glory

James Montgomery, 1816 REGENT SQUARE S 7. 8. T.A T
Doxology added T I P o I Henry Smart, !85‘]’
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. Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, Wer-ship Christ, the new-born King.
Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, Wor-ship Christ, the new-born King. A-MEN.
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God Speaks to Us Through His Word: Scripture, Prayer for llumination, and Sermon

“Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law.” Psalm 94.:12

“The Mystery of the Incarnation”

From Pastor John Stoos Based on 1 Corinthians 2:1-8



God’s People Sing a Hymn of Praise:

While by the Sheep We Watched at Night

With jov you will draw water from the wells of salvation. Is. 12:3
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German caro!
Trans. anon.

JUNGST lrreg.
Traditional German melody

Arr. by Hugo Jungst. ca. 1890
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The Heidelberg Catechism - Holding forth faith in Jesus Christ as our only comfort in life and in death,

we read responsively the weekly questions from the Heidelberg Catechism as a personal and eloquent reminder of what
we must know to live and die in that comfort. Lord’s Day 50

125. What is the fourth petition? “Give us this day our daily bread;” that is, be pleased to provide for all our
bodily need,[1] so that we may thereby acknowledge that You are the only fountain of all good,[2] and that without
Your blessing neither our care and labor, nor Your gifts, can profit us;[3] that we may therefore withdraw our trust
from all creatures and place itin You alone.[4] [1] Ps. 104:27-28; 145:15-16; Matt. 6:25-26. [2] Acts 14:17; 17:27-28.
[3] 1 Cor. 15:58; Deut. 8:3; Ps. 37:3-7, 16-17. [4] Ps. 55:22; 62:10; *Ps. 127:1-2; *ler. 17:5, 7; *Ps. 146:2-3.

God Receives Our Tithes and Gifts as a Tribute Offering:  [read in unison]
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me
now in this," says Jehovah of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and
pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it. "And |
will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your
ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” says Jehovah of hosts;
""And all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land,"" says Jehovah of
hosts.” Malachi 3:10-12

The Collection of our Tithes and Offerings

With the singing of Psalm 100:1-3, & the Doxology
Words composed by William Kethe, 1561

1: All people that on earth do dwell, 2: Know that the Lord is God indeed;
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. Without our aid He did us make;
Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell; We are His folk, He doth us feed,
Come ye before Him and rejoice. And for His sheep He doth us take.

5: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Great Prayer, concluding with the Lord’s Praver
“Jehovah has heard my supplication; Jehovah will receive my prayer.” Psalm 6:9

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one,

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever: AMEN
[Matthew 6:9-13]

Communion: Where God Communes With His People

Preparation for Communion: Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord has prepared His table for all who love and trust Him for their salvation. All those who have repented of their
sins, have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and are in good standing in Christ’s
Church are welcome at this table. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as
our Lord our God will call.




Our Confession of Faith

Nicene Creed
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE: (Peace Offering, Gift of Life)
A Word of Encouragement -- Giving of Thanks -- Breaking of the Bread

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks and Celebration:

(Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine)

Silent Night, Holy Night

STILLE NACHT (Irregular) Joseph Mohr, 1818
Franz Gruber, 1818 tr. John Freeman Young, 1863
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Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1%t day of a new Week

Partaking of the Bread Together -- Giving Thanks -- Partaking of the Wine

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” | Corinthians 11:26

11



Commissioning - The LORD Sends Forth His People

“But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph,son of David, do
not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.and she will bring forth a Son, and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins [Matthew 1:20-21]

Our Final Responsive Reading: Luke 1:57-80 John the Baptist’s Birth

Now Elizabeth's full time came for her to be delivered, and she brought forth a son. When her neighbors and
relatives heard how the Lord had shown great mercy to her, they rejoiced with her.

So it was, on the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him by
the name of his father, Zacharias.

His mother answered and said,

“No; he shall be called John.” But they said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called
by this name.”

So they made signs to his father—what he would have him called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote,
saying,

“His name is John.” So they all marveled. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and
he spoke, praising God.

Then fear came on all who dwelt around them; and all these sayings were discussed throughout all the hill
country of Judea.

And all those who heard them kept them in their hearts, saying, “What kind of child will this be?” And
the hand of the Lord was with him.

Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:

“Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people,
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David,

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, who have been since the world began,
That we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us,
To perform the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant,

The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:

To grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in
holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. “And you, child, will be called the prophet
of the Highest;

For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,

To give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins, through the tender mercy of
our God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; To give light to those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel
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God’s People Prepare to be Sent Forth to Serve our Risen & Reigning Savior:

On Jordan’s Bank
the Baptist’s Cry
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God Blesses His People — The Benediction:

[congregation standing]

Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them,
and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. Leviticus 9:22

“Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains!
For Jehovah has comforted His people, and will have mercy on His afflicted.”
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.”

Isaiah 49:13; 2 Corinthians 13:14

God’s People Depart to Serve the Risen & Reigning Savior by Singing:

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come

Shourt for jox to the LORD, all the earthi. Ps. 98:4
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Based on Psalm 98
Isaac Watts, 1719

ANTIOCH C.M.rep.

George Frederick Handel, 1742

Arr. by Lowell Mason, 1836
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~ Worship begins promptly at 1:00 p.m. ~ Today’s pulpit supply ~ Pastor John Stoos ~

PRAYER REQUESTS

e For all who claim the Name of Jesus, that we would live in a
manner worthy of our calling, serving one another to the glory of
God. May we be humble in all our interactions, having patience &
bearing with one another in love, uniting in the bond of our
Savior, worshipping Him in spirit & in truth, seeking His face in
prayer, & faithfully studying His Word.

e For our expectant mothers, Claire Smith, Sarah Sifford, Sindy
Kendrick, Brianna Whitted, Brittany Harrold, and Robyn Fergu-
son, that their babies would continue to grow healthy & strong, &
for renewed energy & strength for all of the mothers in our midst.

e For our families who are seeking to move, that our Lord would
provide for their needs.

e For all who are dealing with illness, injury, other health issues,
grief, or personal trials, that our Lord would grant patience,
healing, wisdom, comfort, & trust in the perfect will of the One
Who does all things well.

e For family members & friends who are under discipline, unsaved,
or have strayed from the faith, that our Lord would bring them to
repentance & restore them to the fellowship of Christ’s church; &
that we would boldly & lovingly proclaim the truth to them at
every opportunity, standing strong in the Lord & in the power of
His might.

e For churches who are in need of pastors, elders, & deacons, that
our Lord would continue to raise up Godly men to lead these
flocks, & for those men who are currently serving, that they may
have strengthened faith & abundant wisdom as they minister to
their congregations.

e For the saints throughout the world who are suffering & dying in
the Name of Jesus, that they would find strength, comfort, & hope
as they fully trust in God’s goodness. And also for their persecu-
tors, that their hearts would be softened to the Gospel.

e For all elected & appointed officials, that they would recognize
their need to depend on God for knowledge, wisdom, & the
courage to do what is right, reject all counsel that violates
righteousness, & bring dignity, honor, trustworthiness, & integrity
to their positions, remembering their accountability to Almighty
God, Who is angry with the wicked every day.

e For the Church worldwide, that the Word of God would be
faithfully preached, believed, & obeyed, giving glory to the Name
of our only Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our fellowship lunch follows today’s
worship service. We welcome all to be
our guests & to sing as we ask the
Lord’s blessing:

Be present at our table Lord.

Be here and everywhere adored.

These mercies bless and grant that we

May feast in Paradise with Thee

We thank Thee Lord for this our food,
FFor life and health and every good.
By Thine own hand may we be fed.
Give us this day our daily bread.

Weekly Meetings (also detailed on our

website):

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast:

~ Meets at 8:00am on Tuesdays at Denny’s on
Sunrise; reading By This Standard: The
Authority of God’s Laww Today by Greg
Bahnsen Contact Pastor Stoos.

Sacramento Area Bible Study:

~ Meets at 7:00pm on Tuesdays. Contact
Patrick Avanto.

Grass Valley Area Book Study:

~ Meets for potluck at 6:00pm, study starts at
7:00pm on Wednesdays at rotating locations;
reading No Mere Mortals by Toby Sumpter.
Contact Nathaniel Pettyjohn. {530)205-5162
Ladies’ Book Study:

~ Meets at 9:00am on Saturdays at the Stoos
home; reading Flourish: How the Love of Christ
Frees Us From Self-Focus by Lydia
Brownback. Contact Linda Stoos.

Vallejo Area Study:

~ Meets at the Kendrick home every two
weeks. Contact Damell Kendrick.

Birthdays
Chris Page ~ November 27th

Paula Avanto ~ December 10th

Hall Takedown Today
John Sifford, John Pekarek, Ryan Holst,
Jonathan Liberati, Birken Vogt & Sons

TODAY’S Playground Duty
VanNess
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