
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              At Church of the King on March 26th, 2023 
                                       The 12th Sunday after Epiphany  

“How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth!" Psalms 119:103 

 

Call to Worship: Where God Calls Us Into His Presence 
“That you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory 
  of His inheritance in the saints, ” Ephesians 1:18b 

Hear Today’s Call to Worship From God’s Word:        [congregation standing] 

Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He 
might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen. Galatians 1:3-5   Come Worship the Triune God, Creator & Savior of the World! 

God’s People Respond With a Hymn of Adoration:     [based on Psalm 145:10] 
 
O worship the King all glorious above,   O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 

O gratefully sing his power and His love.  Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

Our shield and defender, the ancient of days, His chariot of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 

Salutation and Response:  [based on Matthew 28:19, Ruth 2:4 and Galatians 2:20] 

 In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

  Amen! 

 Jehovah be with you! 

  And also with you! 

I have been crucified with Christ;  

            It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

         And the life which I now live in the flesh  

                     I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
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Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses Us In Christ 
“ I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with 

longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,” Ephesians 4:1,2 
 

The Call For Confession From God’s Word:       
 “Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, 
truly righteousness would have been by the law.  But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in 
Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” Galatians 3:21-22  
 

God’s People Sing Our Hymn of Confession:           2 pages      [congregation standing] 
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                                                                                  Psalm 52 verses 1-10                                page 2 

Silent Confession:  
  “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows 
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”  Romans 8:26-27  

                 Those who are willing and able are invited to kneel for our time of confession. 
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Corporate Prayer of Confession: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty who was and is and is to come.  In your merciful presence we 

confess that we have broken your Law, both in what we have done and what we have left undone. We 

confess that these trespasses, apart from your Grace, result in our impurity, and also make us liable 

to receive your just punishments.  We confess our sins and ask that you wash us from our impurities 

through the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.  We acknowledge our iniquities, and ask that you shield 

us from punishment through the atoning death of our Savior.  From our violations of your just Law, 

forgive us through the perfect obedience of our Lord, and empower us to love mercy, do justice and 

walk humbly with You.  Finally, we ask you to receive our praise and worship, for we speak in the 

blessed name of Jesus, and seek the visible manifestation of His Kingdom on earth.  Amen. 

Arise and Receive the Assurance of Pardon & Forgiveness   
 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”       Galatians 3:26-29 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for our sins and to be raised for our justification; and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins.  This I declare in the name and authority of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Having confessed our sins with faith in the completed work of Christ on our behalf, we are forgiven; we have been 
cleansed and clothed in the righteousness of Jesus.  And not only that, we are now in Christ and in Him we are in the 
heavenly places, in the very midst of the blessed Trinity with the Saints of all the ages, from every tongue, tribe and 
nation prepared to worship in the beauty of holiness.  Come, let us worship the Lord! 

Come Bless the Father: 

 

Truly it is proper and right that we should at all times and in all places give praise to you O Lord, so with the angels and all the 
company of heaven and with the Church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you & singing: 
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God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:                                       [congregation standing]    
“Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, ” Ephesians 5:20 
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Consecration: Where God Equips & Prepares His People 
 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control. Against such there is no law.  And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”    Galatians 5:22-25 

Galatians 3:1-18     Justification by Faith vs the Law 

[3:1] O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?  

This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 

the hearing of faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made 

perfect by the flesh? Have you suffered so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?  

Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the 

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? —  

Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Therefore 

know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing 

that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, 

saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” So then those who are of faith are blessed 

with believing Abraham. 

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 

But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by 

faith.”  Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live by them.” Christ has 

redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon 

the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a man's covenant, yet if it is confirmed, 

no one annuls or adds to it.  

Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as 

of many, but as of one, “And to your Seed,” who is Christ.  

And this I say, that the law, which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the 

covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect.  

For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by 

promise. 
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God’s People Respond With a Hymn of Preparation:            2 pages 

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,” Ephesians 5:18-19 
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                                              And Can It Be That I Should Gain                    page 2 

                                         
 

God Speaks to Us Through His Word:  Scripture, Prayer for Illumination, and Sermon 
                    “Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Jehovah, and teach out of Your law.”  Psalm 94:12 

                              
                                 “Christian Burial & Lamentation” 
       From Pastor John Stoos                               Based on Acts 8:1-2 & Genesis 23:1-19  
 
 
 
 
God’s People Sing a Hymn of Response:    In Christ Alone  [congregation standing ]                                            
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The Heidelberg Catechism - Holding forth faith in Jesus Christ as our only comfort in life and in death, we 

read responsively the weekly questions from the Heidelberg Catechism as a personal and eloquent reminder of what we 

must know to live and die in that comfort.  Lord’s Day 13 

33.    Why is He called God’s “only begotten Son,” since we also are the children of God? 

Because Christ alone is the eternal, natural Son of God,[1] but we are children of God by adoption, through grace, for His 

sake.[2]  [1] Jn. 1:14, 18. [2] Rom. 8:15–17; Eph. 1:5–6; *1 Jn. 3:1. 

34.    Why do you call Him “our Lord”? 

Because not with silver or gold, but with His precious blood, He has redeemed and purchased us, body and soul, from sin 

and from all the power of the devil, to be His own.[1]   [1] 1 Pet. 1:18–19; 2:9; 1 Cor. 6:20; 7:23; *Acts 2:36; *Tit. 2:14; 

*Col. 1:14. 

God Receives our Tithes and Gifts as a Tribute Offering:      [read in unison] 

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For all the law is 

fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”         
Galatians 5:13-14 

With the singing of Psalm 30:11-12 & the Doxology 
Words composed by Brenda Fisher 

1: Oh Lord you have now turned for me,  2: I will sing praises from my soul; 
          My grief into a dance to Thee.                           To not be silent is my goal. 
         In sackcloth I’m no longer dressed;                    Oh Lord my God to You I raise, 
        With gladness you have made me blessed.         Thanks never ending; You I praise! 
 

    3: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 
                     Praise Him all creatures here below. 
                    Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 
                 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Prayer, Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 

                            “Jehovah has heard my supplication; Jehovah will receive my prayer.”  Psalm 6:9 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.   Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one, 
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever: AMEN [Matthew 6:9-13] 

Communion: Where God Communes With His People 
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?  

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”  1 Corinthians 10:16 

 

Preparation for Communion                                       Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord has prepared His table for all who love and trust Him for their salvation.  All those who have 
repented of their sins, have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and are not 
under discipline from Christ’s Church are welcome at this table.  For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as our Lord our God will call. 
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Our Confession of Faith – The Apostle’s Creed     [sung with music by Amber Bartels] 
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE:  (Peace Offering, Gift of Life) 

A Word of Encouragement  --   Giving of Thanks  --  Breaking of the Bread   

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks and Celebration:            
(Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine) 

 

Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1st day of a new Week 

Partaking of the bread together  --  Giving Thanks  --  Partaking of the Wine 
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” I Corinthians 11:26  
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Commissioning: Where God Sends Out His People 
 “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness He judges and makes war.  His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns.  
He had a name written that no one knew except Himself.  He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is 
called The Word of God.  And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 
 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a 
rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  And He has on His robe and on 
His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”  Revelation 19:11-16 

God’s People Respond With Singing:                    Psalm 83              
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God Blesses His People  – The Benediction:                        [congregation standing]  

Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, 

 and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. Leviticus 9:22 

Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with 

you all.  Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.                                
2 Thessalonians 3:16; Galatians 6:18 

God’s People Depart to Serve the Risen & Reigning Savior by Singing:  

Simeon’s Prayer & the Gloria Patri 
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