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 Church of the King 
The Lord’s Day Service 
Christmas Sunday 2021 

 

Our Call to Worship From God’s Word 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  

And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.  

Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people.  

“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.”                                             Luke 2:8-11 

                   Come Worship the Triune God Revealed in Jesus Christ! 
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God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Adoration:         

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Based on Luke 2:15 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  Refrain: 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;    O come, let us adore Him, 

Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels;  O come, let us adore Him, 

          O come, let us adore Him, 

God of God, Light of Light,     Christ the Lord. 

Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten not created;    Refrain 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, glory in the highest;     Refrain 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;   

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;    Refrain 

 
Salutation and Response: [based on Matthew 28:19; Ruth 2:4;  Isaiah 9:6] 

 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit  Amen!           

 

Jehovah be with you,                                  And also with you!        

   

Unto us a child is born,                                             Unto us a Son is given! 
 

May all kings fall down before Him     All nations serve Him! 

 
Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses Us in Christ 

The Call for Confession from God’s Word:     

  “If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.  But certainly God has heard me; He has attended to 
the voice of my prayer.  Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer, nor His mercy from me!” 
Psalm 66:18,19 

God’s People Join in a Hymn of Confession:    [congregation standing] 

                                                     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
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Silent Confession: “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”  1 Timothy 1:15 

                         Those who are willing and able are invited to kneel for our time of confession.      
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Corporate Prayer of Confession: 
Gracious Heavenly Father, we confess that we often live as if your Son, the light of the 
world, had never come to defeat the darkness in the world or in us.   We walk in sin 
and blindness and ignore Christ whom you sent to be among us, and to be in us.  
Forgive us, O Lord, for not receiving You and not opening our eyes to your coming.  
Father, forgive us our sins, we beseech You, and cleanse us, for the sake of Jesus whom 
You sent to be our Savior and Lord.  Renew a right spirit within us as we remember 
His coming!  Assist us to receive Him with the joy of the shepherds; Help us to show 
the gratitude of Simeon; Teach us the obedience of humble Mary; Help us to love as 
you have loved us.  Even so: Come, Lord Jesus.  Deliver us from the darkness of this 
present generation.  Vindicate all those that call upon Your Mighty Name.   AMEN! 

Arise and Receive the Assurance of Pardon & Forgiveness:   
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having 
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  And not only that, but we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation."  Romans 5:9-11 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for our sins and to be raised 
for our justification; and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  This I declare in the name and authority of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Having confessed our sins with faith in the completed work of Christ on our 
behalf, we are forgiven; we have been cleansed and clothed in the righteousness of Jesus.  And not only that, we are 
now in Christ and in Him we are in the heavenly places, in the very midst of the blessed Trinity, with the Saints of all 
the ages, from every tongue, tribe and nation prepared to worship in the beauty of holiness.   

Come, let us worship the Lord! 

 
Truly it is proper and right that we should at all times and in all places give praise to you O Lord, so with the angels and all the 
company of heaven and with the Church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you & singing: 
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God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:            [congregation standing] 
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Consecration:  Where God Equips & Prepares His People 
“Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest 
they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren, 
Deuteronomy 4:9 

 

THE LORD CONSECRATES US BY HIS WORD:    

                                         Matthew 2:1-12     Wise Men from the East 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem,  

Saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in 
the East and have come to worship Him.”  

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 

‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 

For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 

Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what 
time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, 
that I may come and worship Him also.”  

When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the 
East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.  

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had 
come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down 
and worshiped Him.  

And when they had opened their treasures,  

They presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely 
warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own 
country another way. 

God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Faith:   
                                        Angels, From the Realms of Glory 
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                                             Angels, From the Realms of Glory 

 
God Speaks to Us Through His Word:   Scripture, Prayer for Illumination, and Sermon 

“Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law.”  Psalm 94:12 
 

                                         “The Word Became Flesh” 

         From Pastor Paul Liberati                                            Based on John 1:14-18 
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God’s People Sing a Hymn of Praise:    [congregation standing ] 
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The Heidelberg Catechism - Holding forth faith in Jesus Christ as our only comfort in life and in death, we 

read responsively the weekly questions from the Heidelberg Catechism as a personal and eloquent reminder of what we 

must know to live and die in that comfort.  Lord’s Day 15 

37.    What do you understand by the word “suffered”? 

That all the time He lived on earth, but especially at the end of His life, He bore, in body and soul, the wrath of God 

against the sin of the whole human race;[1] in order that by His suffering, as the only atoning sacrifice,[2] He might 

redeem our body and soul from everlasting damnation, and obtain for us the grace of God, righteousness, and eternal 

life.   [1] 1 Pet. 2:24; Isa. 53:12. [2] 1 Jn. 2:2; 4:10; Rom. 3:25–26; *Ps. 22:14–16; *Matt. 26:38; *Rom. 5:6. 

38.    Why did He suffer “under Pontius Pilate” as judge? 

That He, being innocent, might be condemned by the temporal judge,[1] and thereby deliver us from the severe 

judgment of God, to which we were exposed.[2]       [1] Acts 4:27–28; Lk. 23:13–15; Jn. 19:4. [2] Ps. 69:4; 2 Cor. 5:21; 

*Matt. 27:24. 

39.    Is there anything more in His having been “crucified” than if He had suffered some other death? 

Yes, for thereby I am assured that He took upon Himself the curse which lay upon me,[1] because the death of the cross 

was accursed of God.[2] [1] Gal. 3:13–14. [2] Deut. 21:22–23; *Phil. 2:8. 

God Receives our Tithes and Gifts as a Tribute Offering:      [read in unison] 

“Give to Jehovah the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His courts.  Oh, 

worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.  Say among 

the nations, "Jehovah reigns; The world also is firmly established, It shall not be moved; He 

shall judge the peoples righteously." Psalm 96:8-10  

Presenting our Tithes and Offerings 
                           With the singing of Psalm 100:1-3, & the Doxology 
                                                                  Words composed by William Kethe, 1561 
 

1:  All people that on earth do dwell,                              2:  Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
      Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.                              Without our aid He did us make;  
      Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell;                 We are His folk, He doth us feed, 
      Come ye before Him and rejoice.                                      And for His sheep He doth us take. 
 

    5: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 
                     Praise Him all creatures here below. 
                    Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 
                                                           Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Prayer, Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 

 “Jehovah has heard my supplication; Jehovah will receive my prayer.”  Psalm 6:9 

Communion: Where God Communes With His People 
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?  

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”  1 Corinthians 10:16 

Preparation for Communion:   
Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared His table for all who love and trust Him for 
their salvation.  All those who have repented of their sins, have been baptized in the name of the Father the 
Son and the Holy and are not under discipline from Christ’s Church are welcome at this table.  For the 
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as our Lord our God will call. 
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Our Confession of Faith  
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE  (Peace Offering, Gift of Life) 

A Word of Encouragement  --   Giving of Thanks  --  Breaking of the Bread   

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks and Celebration:       

 

Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1st day of a new Week 

Partaking of the Bread Together  --  Giving Thanks  --  Partaking of the Wine 

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” I Corinthians 11:26 
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Commissioning:  The LORD Blesses and Sends Forth His People 
“When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 

that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen”  [Matthew 28:17-20] 

 
 

Final Responsive Reading:               

Luke 2:36-40                               Anna Bears Witness 

[36] Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess,  

The daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  

She was of a great age,  

And had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity;  

And this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years,  

Who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers 

night and day.  

And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord,  

And spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 

So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord,  

They returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.  

And the Child grew and became strong in spirit,  

Filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. 

 

God’s People Prepare to be Sent Forth to Serve our Risen & Reigning Savior   

                   God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 

                                                  



 13 

                                            God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 
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God Empowers Us – The Benediction:  Colossians 4:5,6,18   [congregation standing]   

"Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.  Let your speech 

always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to 

answer each one.  Grace be with you. Amen.” 

The Response to God’s Commission –                                                  2  pages 
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                                                               Joy to the World (Psalm 98)                                                page 2 
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