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The First Sunday after Epiphany

Jesus said, "If you love Me, keep My commandments."” john 14:15

Call to Worship: Where God Calls ‘Us Into His Presence

Hear Today’s Call to Worship From God’s Word: [congregation standing]

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, "I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the First and the Last,” ...Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned |
saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a
garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. His head and hair were white like wool,
as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His
voice as the sound of many waters; He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged
sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.” Revelation 1:10-16

Come Worship the Alpha and Omega!

God’s People Respond With a Hymn of Adoration: [based on Psalm 145:10]

O worship the King all glorious above, Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail

O gratefully sing his power and His love. In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail;

Our shield and defender, the ancient of days, Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. = Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend.

Salutation and Response: [based on Matthew 28:19, Ruth 2:4 and Revelation 4:8,9]

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit
Amen!

Jehovah be with you!
And also with you!

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
Which was and is and is to come;

Give glory, laud and honor to Him that sits on the throne

Who lives for ever and ever!



Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses ‘Us In Christ

“Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your loving kindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.” Psalm 51:1-2

The Call for Confession from God’s Word:

“And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am the
First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades

and of Death.” Revelation 1:17, 18
God'’s People Sing our Hymn of Confession: [congregation standing]

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

That rock was Christ. 1 Cor. 10:4
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Silent Confession:” Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions;
According to Your mercy remember me, For Your goodness'sake, O Lord.” Psalm 25:7
Those who are willing and able are invited to kneel for our time of confession.

Corporate Prayer of Confession:

O most merciful God, we acknowledge that your Son Jesus comes as the Alpha and Omega the First and
the Last, the one who knows all things and the one who has the keys of Hades and of Death. We confess
that as the Apostle John we must fall at His feet as dead under the weight of our sin. In the light of His
Righteousness we see our sins, both our sins of omission where things ought to have been done and our
sins of commission where we have violated your Holy Laws and Commandments. We humbly ask for
your forgiveness and ask to be cleansed by the blood of the Lamb who was slain from the foundation of
the world. Amen.

Arise and Receive the Assurance of Pardon & Forgiveness:

“And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as
though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. Then He came
and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and
the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the
saints. And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have
redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth.”” Revelation 5:6-10

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for our sins and to be raised for our justification; and for His sake forgives us all
your sins. This I declare in the name and authority of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Having confessed our sins with
faith in the completed work of Christ on our behalf, we are forgiven; we have been cleansed and clothed in the righteousness of Jesus.
And not only that, we are now in Christ and in Him we are in the heavenly places, in the very midst of the blessed Trinity with the
Saints of all the ages, from every tongue, tribe and nation prepared to worship in the beauty of holiness.

Come, let us worship the Lord!
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Truly it is proper and right that we should at all times and in all places give praise to you O Lord, so with the
angels and all the company of heaven and with the Church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious
Name, evermore praising you & singing:



God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:

[congregation standing]

O, "Twas a Joyful Sound to Hear

Psalm 122
COLCHESTER (C.M.) Tate & Brady,
William Tans’ur’s Harmony of Zion, 1734 A New Version of the Psalms of David, 1735
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Consecration: Where God Equips & Prepares His People

After these things | looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” All the angels
stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and
ever. Amen.” Revelation 7:9-12

THE LORD CONSECRATES US BY HIS WORD:

Proverbs 1:20 — 2:8 The Call of Wisdom

[1:20] Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares.

She cries out in the chief concourses, At the openings of the gates in the city She speaks her words:

“How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For
scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge.

Turn at my rebuke; Surely I will pour out my spirit on you; | will make my words known to you.

Because | have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded,
Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of my rebuke,

| also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes,

When your terror comes like a storm, And your destruction comes like a whirlwind,

When distress and anguish come upon you.

“Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me.
Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of Jehovah,

They would have none of my counsel And despised my every rebuke.
Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, And be filled to the full with their own fancies.
For the turning away of the simple will slay them, And the complacency of fools will destroy them;
But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, And will be secure, without fear of evil.”
[2:1] My son, if you receive my words,  And treasure my commands within you,
So that you incline your ear to wisdom,  And apply your heart to understanding;
Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding,
If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures;
Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And find the knowledge of God.
For Jehovah gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;
He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly;
He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints.



God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Faith:

“Oh, giv.e thanks to the Lord! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples!
Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works!” Psalm 105:1-2

O Word of God Incarnate

MUNICH 7.6. 7. 6.D.
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God Speaks to Us ThI'Ollgh His Word: Scripture, Prayer for Illumination, and Sermon

“Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law.” Psalm 94:12

“When God Will Not Be Turned”
From Pastor Paul Liberati Based on 2 Kings 23:25-26

God’s People Sing a Psalm of Praise: 2 Pages [congregation standing]
Psalm 19
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Psalm 19
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Westminster Shorter Catechism - Believing that the chief end of man is to Glorify God and to enjoy
Him forever, we read responsively the weekly questions and answers from the Westminster Shorter Catechism as a
personal and eloquent reminder of our duties before God. LORD’S DAY 2

Q. 4. What is God?

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness, and truth. John 4:24; Job 11:7-9; Ps. 90:2; Jas. 1:17; Ex. 3:14; Ps. 147:5; Rev. 4:8; 15:4; Ex. 34:6-7.

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one? A. There is but one only, the living and true God.
Deut. 6:4; Jer. 10:10.

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these
three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory. 1John 5:7; Matt. 28:19.

God Receives Our Tithes and Gifts as a Tribute Offering: [read in unison]

“Give to Jehovah the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come into His courts. Oh,
worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth. Say among
the nations, "Jehovah reigns; the world also is firmly established, It shall not be moved;
He shall judge the peoples righteously.” Psaim 96:8-10

Presenting Our Tithes and Offerings:

With the Singing of Psalm 24:1-4 & the Doxology
Words composed by Brenda Fisher

1: Earth is the Lord'’s, all it contains. 2: Who may stand in God's Holy place?
The world and those on its terrains. Who may ascend before His face?
For on the seas He founded it, He has a pure heart and clean hands.
And on the waters stablished it. He worships God, keeps His commands.

3: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Presenting our Petitions & the Lord’s Prayer:

“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16

Communion: Where God Communes With His People

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?” 1 Corinthians 10:16

Preparation for Communion:

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared His table for all who love and trust Him for their
salvation. All those who have repented of their sins, have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, and are not under discipline from Christ’s Church, are welcome at this table. For the promise is
to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as our Lord our God will call.



[sung with music by Amber Bartels]

Our Confession of Faith - The Apostle’s Creed
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE: (Peace Offering, Gift of Life)

A Word of Encouragement -- Giving of Thanks -- Breaking of the Bread

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks and Celebration:

(Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine)

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Psalm 23

ST. COLUMBA (87.87)
Old Irish hymn melody

Henry W. Baker, 1868
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Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1%t day of a new Week

Partaking of the Bread Together -- Giving Thanks -- Partaking of the Wine

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” | Corinthians 11:26



Commissioning: Where God Sends Out His People

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He
had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is
called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white
horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule
them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on
His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” Revelation 19:11-16

God’s People Respond with Singing:

The Son of God Goes Forth to War

GREYOAKS (C.M.D.) Reginald Heber, 1827

Gregory D. Wilbur, 1994
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His blood-red ban - ner streams a - far! Who fol - lows in His train?
Who saw his Mas - ter in the sky, And called on Him to save.
Twelve wval - iant saints, their hope they knew;, And mocked the cross and flame.
A - round the Sav -ior’s throne re - joice In robes of lig‘!ht ar - raﬁd,
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Who best can drink His cup of woe, Tri - um - phant o - ver pain,
Like Him, with par - don on His tongue,In _ midst __ _of mor - tal pain,
They met the ¢ty - rant’s bran-dished steel, The i - omn’s gor - y mane;
They climbed the steep as - cent of heav’n, Through per - il, toil and pain;
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He prayed for them that did the wrong! Who fol - lows in His train?
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God Blesses His People — The Benediction: [congregation standing]
Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them,
and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. Leviticus 9:22

"And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his
work. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." Blessed
are those who do His commandments that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter
through the gates into the city. ... The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
Revelations 22:12-14, 21

God’s People Depart to Serve the Risen & Reigning Savior by Singing:
Simeon’s Prayer & the Gloria Patri
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We try to gather at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday for a brief time of singing instruction.
~Worship begins promptly at 11a.m. ~ Today’s pulpit supply: Pastor Paul Liberati~

PRAYER REQUESTS

For all who claim the Name of Jesus, that we would live in a
manner worthy of our calling, serving one another to the glory of
God. May we be humble in all our interactions, having patience &
bearing with one another in love, uniting in the bond of our
Savior, worshipping Him in spirit & truth, seeking His face in
prayer, & faithfully studying His Word.

For our expectant mothers, Sally Stoos, Vanessa Liberati, and
Sarah Sifford, that their babies would continue to grow healthy &
strong, & for renewed energy & strength for them & for all the
mothers in our midst.

For all who are dealing with illness, injury, other health issues, or
personal trials, that our Lord would grant patience, healing,
wisdom, comfort, and trust in the perfect will of the One Who
does all things well.

For family members and friends who are under discipline,
unsaved, or have strayed from the faith, that our Lord would
bring them to repentance and restore them to the fellowship of
Christ’s church; and that we would boldly and lovingly proclaim
the truth to them at every opportunity, standing strong in the Lord
and in the power or His might.

For churches who are in need of pastors and elders, that our Lord
would continue to raise up Godly men to lead these flocks, and
for those men who are currently serving, that they may have
strengthened faith and abundant wisdom as they minister to
their congregations.

For the saints throughout the world who are suffering and dying
in the Name of Jesus, that they would find strength, comfort, and
hope as they fully trust in God’s goodness. And also for their
persecutors, that their hearts would be softened to the Gospel.
For the Justices of the United States Supreme Court, and all our
elected and appointed officials, that they would recognize their
need to depend on God for knowledge, wisdom, and the courage
to do what is right, reject all counsel that violates righteousness,
and bring dignity, honor, trustworthiness, and integrity to their
offices, remembering their accountability to Almighty God, Who is
angry with the wicked every day.

For our local churches & the Church worldwide, that the Name of
God would be glorified during these difficult times as we seek to
obey His Word & love our neighbors.

Our fellowship lunch follows
today’s worship service.
We welcome all to be our guests
& to sing as we ask the Lord’s
blessing:

Be present at our table Lord,

Be here and everywhere adored.

These mercies bless and grant that we,

May feast in Paradise with Thee.

We thank Thee Lord for this our food,
For life and health and every good.
By Thine own hand may we be fed,
Give us this day our daily bread.

Weekly Meetings:

Sacramento Area Book Study:

~ Contact Patrick Avanto.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast:

~ Meets at 8:00am on Wednesdays at
Denny’s on Sunrise; reading A New Day
of Small Beginnings by Pierre Courthial.
Contact Pastor Stoos.

Grass Valley Area Book Study:

~ Meets for potluck at 6:00pm, study
starts at 7:00pm on Wednesdays

at rotating locations; watching Francis
Shaeffer’s film series How Shall We Then
Live?. Contact John Pekarek (530)388-
6225.

Ladies’ Book Study:

~ Meets at 9:00am on Saturdays at the
Stoos home; reading A Woman'’s Wisdom
by Lydia Brownback. Contact Linda
Stoos.

Vacaville Area Study:

~ Meets in Vallejo. Next meeting
Saturday, January 15th. Contact Damell
Kendrick.

Birthday
Birken Vogt Jr. ~ January 12th

Anniversary
Nathaniel & Kayla Pettyjohn ~

January 10th
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